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ear Fellow-member of C.M.S., 
‘On December 8, 1948, the U.N. 
eneral Assembly adopted a document 
nbodying a Universal Declaration of 
uman Rights. A Commission on 
uman Rights appointed by the Assem- 
y has this subject under continual re- 
ew, and the United Nations Assembly 
as requested that the preliminary work 
n two covenants, one dealing with civil 
nd political rights and one dealing with 
onomic, social and cultural rights, 
nould be completed, if possible, by the 
nd of 1958 and so be ready for signa- 
ire by the official representatives of the 
ifferent nations. These covenants if 
gned would be in the nature of treaties, 
nd appeals against violation could lie 
ith the International Court of Justice. 
Does all this add up to more than a 
us intention? It is easy in a world like 
to be cynical about the value of high- 
yunding language uttered in public assem- 
ss in which speakers rarely expose what 
es on, each “in the dark...in the cham- 
s of his imagery” to quote the graphic 
ds of the prophet Ezekiel (Ch. 8. v. 12). 
nicism cannot be the attitude of the 
tian. The obligation for the Christian 
realism of faith. In his realism the 
hristian will face the genuine complexity 
human problems, and the exceeding sin- 
of sin of which Paul speaks in 
7.13, together with its preval- 


in us all. In his faith the Christian 
seek the kingdom of God and His 
Matthew, 6.33), will 


despise the day of 
ariah, 4.10), and will follow the 
ple of his Lord and refuse to quench 
a smouldering wick of hope which has 
d the hearts and minds of men 
‘atthew, 12.20 R.S.V.) It is perhaps 
nt for the subject of this NEws- 
that the passage to which reference 
$ just been made ends with the words 
till He brings justice to victory” (St. 

tthew, 12.20 R.S.V.). 

have deliberately quoted a number of 
sages from Scripture because it is for 
urgent that we Christians remember 


in all that concerns social and poli- 
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tical righteousness, our faith is as explicit 
and demanding as it is in regard to our 
individual and personal relationship with 
God. Only with that perspective can we 
hope to wrestle intelligently, purposefully 
and Christianly with all the problems that 
prevent men from “doing justly, loving 
mercy, and walking humbly” with God 
(Micah 6.8). 


_ These convictions | underlie the Resolu- 
tion of the Executive Committee of the 


‘Commission of the Churches on Inter- 


national Affairs passed at its meeting in 
July, 1957, in which it took note: 

“that plans are being made by the compe- 
tent U.N. organs for the celebration of the 
Tenth Anniversary of the adoption of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights” 
and requested “its officers to correspond 
with C.C.I.A. Commissioners and National 
Commissions or Committees about ways in 
which Churches and Councils might partici- 
pate in this celebration and reaffirm, on 
this occasion, their interest in the field of 
human rights and their concern for the res- 
pect of religious liberty.” 


THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS 


This News-Letrer is one small contri- 
bution towards a response to that Res- 
olution. Before writing more let me 
urge readers of this NewS-LETTER to 
secure from the nearest United Nations’ 
sales agent a copy of (a) The Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights; (b) 
United Nations work for Human Rights ; 
(c) Our Rights as Human Beings—a dis- 
cussion guide; (d) Draft International 
Covenants on Human Rights. These 
four small pamphlets present in clear 
form what is being attempted through 
the United Nations, with which the 
Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs is in the closest and most 
continuous touch as a non-governmental 
organization with consultative status. 

In a letter dated June 3, 1958, over the 
signatures of the Chairman of C.C.LA. (Sir 
Kenneth Grubb) and the Director (Dr. 
Frederick Nolde) occurs this important 


passage: 


“We suggest that the Tenth Anniversary 
provides a call to Christians and churches to 
emphasize the importance of respecting 
human rights everywhere and to make sure 
that they themselves observe them.... We 
recognize that there is a long way to go be- 
- fore the principles of the Universal Declara- 
tion are everywhere applied — even in 
nations whose governments give lip service 
to the Declaration itself. Among Christians, 
the Tenth Anniversary will no doubt be an 
occasion for heart-searching and prepara- 
tion for further effort, as much as for cele- 
bration or demonstration....” 


“AN OCCASION FOR 
HEART-SEARCHING”’ 


This News-Letrer is being written 
within a few minutes of reading The 
Times for September 3, in which ap- 
peared two passages which ought to give 
pause to any citizen of the British Com- 
monwealth, to any Christian, and per- 
haps more particularly to any such who 
are “white”. The leading article, speak- 
ing of one Commonwealth country, re- 
fers to “the already impressive edifice 
of the police state”. 
do not live there become too self- 
righteous, let us heed the warning im- 
plicit in the closing words of the second 
leader in the next column of The Times 
which was headed ‘‘ The Hooligan Age ” 
and offered Editorial comment on recent 
rioting in London and elsewhere which 
included an ugly element of colour clash. 
After recognizing that the fundamental 
feature of these riots has been plain 
hooliganism, the article ends: 


“Yet this cannot be the whole story. All 
kinds of resentments harboured by ignorant 
folk against strangers of any sort—Irishmen 
and Poles have had their share in the past— 
are for the moment focused on the dark- 
skinned. And among other influences on 
the immature and excitable, the persistent 
agitation of ‘Fascist’ elements to ‘keep 
Britain white’ is not to be ignored. The 
outbreaks will have served a useful purpose 
if they oblige the public to understand that 
the Storm Troop mentality exists in Eng- 
land too. It is confined to a tiny submerged 
hooligan element. It must be kept sub- 
merged by the contempt of the civilized 
Be ey, and by strict enforcement of 
order.” 


Readers of this NEws-LETTER, and more 
particularly those in Britain, are asked to 
treat this always latent and now explicit 
colour clash in our midst, however re- 
stricted its incidence as yet, with the utmost 
seriousness. Such seriousness means first 
of all that we must eschew merely emotional 
reactions of disgust, and in particular we 
must avoid exaggeration. It will then call 
for an examination of the problem in- 


volved. This is very complex indeed and. 


cannot be reduced to a simple formula. 
The problem is not one of statistics as the 
Daily Telegraph in its leading article for 
September 2 very properly observed. Voices 
have been raised canvassing the possibility 


But before we who . 


| 

i 
of controlled immigration to which mai 
other voices have made vigorous prote 
At first sight the idea of control may see 
plausible, especially if it can be exercis: 
from the other end by the country fro 
which the immigrant comes. The Dai 
Telegraph, for instance, in the same leadis 
article went on to insist that: | 
“restriction should be based on practic 
commonsense, not instinctive prejudice. — 
the labour market shows a surplus of o: 
category, it should be entry of that catego 
which is curtailed, irrespective of colour 
We have to ask how far that is feasib 
We also have to ask if there is any assu 
ance that it would not be administered - 
in effect to involve a colour bar? At on 
we find ourselves in the world of economi¢ 
of legislation, and of administration, a ve 
complicated world indeed in which, as els 
where, the price of liberty and justice is u 
ceasing vigilance. Almost at once we al 
find ourselves touching on matters of co 
stitutional significance. A letter in T, 
Times of September 1 from the Chairm: 
of the Consultative Committee for the We 
fare of Coloured Peoples, Mr. A. F. Lair 
reminded us that: 
“West Indians, Nigerians, Indians, ar 
other coloured Commonwealth immigrar 
are not foreigners but British citizens. 
it is unfair by careless use of language | 
inaccurate statements to deny to them tl 
common citizenship of which they a 
proud or to attribute unworthy motives — 
a which are not substantiated by 
actsi, 


i 


It is a very dangerous matter for the whe 
community when tricks are played w 
citizenship. The conception of a “seco 
class” citizen is completely inconsiste 
with the laws and liberties of Englan 
What is ultimately at stake is the mul 
racial character of the British Commo 
wealth, perhaps the most exciting ai 
promising political experiment ever made 
human history. 


On every conceivable ground then this 
a matter which intimately concerns e 
Member of the Church Missionary 
in Britain and beyond. Whatever 
decisions arrived at after serious study, ea 
of us must ask ourselves what we intend 
do in response to Resolution 103 of ft 
Lambeth Conference: i 
“The Conference calls upon all Christi 
people to strive by the exercise of mutw 
understanding, calm reason, and const 
prayer, to reconcile all those who are i 
volved in racial, political, economic, 
other conflicts.” 
The link between that Resolution and t 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
obvious. 


One brief word should be added to 
crease our self-criticism. The Times cc 
respondent on September 3, describing t 
riots in West London, used words that : 
grimly harsh when he spoke of the you 
hooligans involved describi them 
“these stunted pallid thugs” who “like t 
chance of violence without dang 


; 

mpassion even for “pallid thugs”. 
here do they come from? What kind 
homes lie behind them? On my recent 
liday I read two books which will pro- 
je the answer, and give a new urgency to 
€ missionary work of the Church in Eng- 
nd. One book is entitled By courtesy of 
criminal—a human approach to the 
atment of crime, by C. A. Joyce. The 
her is by Sir Basil Henriques, The Home 
enders—the prevention of unhappiness 
phildren. These give the answer. Read 
em ! 

All that has gone before will, I hope, have 
‘ped to fulfil that condition of heart- 
arching which for Christians must pre- 
ide any study of the problems involved in 
king to secure the observance by all men 
behalf of all men of fundamental 
aman rights. ; 


CASE STUDY 


‘A useful case study of this whole great 
sue is available to any who will take the 
ouble to read the recent White Paper 
mnd. 505 entitled Nigeria — Report of 
Commission appointed to enquire in- 
the fears of Minorities and the 
ans of allaying them. 

The minorities concerned are both tribal 
d religious, and the Commission recog- 
zes that their fears are genuine. In some 
s, the minority consists of Muslims who 
r that a more highly educated Christian 
‘oup, albeit only a majority by a narrow 
argin, will in effect exercise power against 
leir interests. Elsewhere, a much smaller 


ome particulars is heavily weighted 
inst non-Muslims. In other areas, there 
a frank distrust by a tribal group of the 
itentions of a larger tribal group. The 
mmission recognizes these fears and 


ly states the basic problem in these 


Tt can hardly be said too often that at the 
ment there is a general struggle for 
wer in Nigeria, and that any group with 
corporate feeling can be the vehicle by 
ich a politician reaches power.” 
get that in perspective we need to 
mber that this is an inescapable factor 
y case where, with the withdrawal 
n hitherto paramount authority, there 
a threatened power vacuum. 


the case of Nigeria, however, the 
nission has been quite deliberate in 
a solution to Nigeria’s problems 
th will help to unify the country rather 
an further divide it. The Commissioners 
ave on taking at face value the 
lic statements of Nigerian leaders that 
' will respect the rights of minorities, 
they summarize their refusal to dis- 
the country by adding to its exist- 
divisions with the words: 
; whole structure of the proceedings 
hg to independence is based on the be- 
lat Nigeria means to follow the road 
t democracy and parliamentary 
+ to base part of the structure 


on the opposite assumption is to invite 
governments to do their worst.” 

That is both a candid statement and an act 
of faith which Christian opinion should en- 
dorse. It is encouraging to note that in re- 
gard to the representations of the Christian 
minority in the Northern Region of Nigeria 
the Commissioners could write: 

“We should however say at the outset that 
those who appeared before us as representa- 
tives of Christian bodies stated clearly that 
they did not wish for any political separa- 
tion ; they did express the hope that the new 
Constitution would embody a statement on 
human rights which would give religious 
minorities the freedom to practise their re- 
ligion and which would specifically lay down 
that there should be no obstacle to a per- 
son changing his religion.” 

The Commission showed themselves to be 
well aware that such a statement of rights 
could confer no absolute protection. As 
they observed: 

“Provisions of this kind are difficult to en- 
force and sometimes difficult to  inter- 
pret....A Government determined to 
abandon democratic courses will find ways 
of violating them but (my italics) they are 
of great value in preventing a steady de- 
terioration in standards of freedom and the 
unobtrusive encroachment of a Govern- 
ment on individual rights.” 

Therefore the Commission felt that pro- 
vision should be made in the Constitution 
for certain fundamental rights, and their 
recommendations were thorough and de- 
tailed. Perhaps the most important of these 
is one which does not deal with religious 
liberty explicitly at all, but which if observed 
generally would soon change the climate - 
of opinion very widely throughout the 
world. Under the heading “ Protection 
against Discrimination” it is suggested that 
no enactment of any legislature in Nigeria 
shall 

“confer on persons of any community, tribe, 
place of origin, religion or political opinion 
any privilege or advantage which is not con- 
ferred on persons of other communities, 
tribes, places of origin, religions or political 
opinions.” 

That principle has, of. course, to be trans- 
lated into practice and it would be a 
judicious exercise in “ heart-searching” by 
Christians everywhere if we would all con- 
sider our prejudices under this head. We 
might even find ourselves beginning to won- 
der whether perhaps a little more insistence 
on the discharge of duty to God, to neigh- 
bour and to the State might not begin to 
take precedence over too great a preoccupa- 
tion with “rights”. It is at least arguable 
that it was by the observance of this 
balance of truth that the religio illicita of 
Christianity found itself one day, not with- 
out the experience of martyrdom, the re- 
ligion of an Empire and the creator of a 
new civilization. 


AIDS TO PERSPECTIVE 
As further guides to the great debate 
on rights, liberties and duties I would 


commend The Kingdom of Free Men, 
by G. Kitson Clark, Religious Liberty, 


by Giovanni Miegge, especially pages 80 
and 81 for reading by. missionaries, and 
the Robert Waley Cohen Lecture of 1955, 
by Professor A. L. Goodhart with the 
title Tolerance and the Law which ends 
with the pregnant sentence “ without 
tolerance there can be no true justice”. 


There is one final observation which 
might well temper the political observa- 
tions of those who pass critical judgments on 
the experiments of new nations first tasting 
the sweets of independence and the prob- 
lems of power. Says Kitson Clark: 


“There are certain stages of society in 
which men will not enjoy other freedoms 
than the ancient natural freedom of pan- 
demonium unless all men are subjected to 
a discipline more authoritative than the 
advanced liberal state affords.” 


That is a clue to a good deal of con- 
temporary history ! 


e | 

The same author sums up a number 
very searching questions about liberty | 
general and religious liberty in particul 


_with the challenge: 


“Ts the liberty which we demand only f 
Christians because they are Christians, — 
do we demand it for men because they a 
men 7?” } 
Having rightly understood that questi 
and rightly answered it, we can ear 
take our own modest and prayerful sha 
on December 8 in celebrating the ado 
tion by the United Nations of t 
Universal Declaration of Human Righ 
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